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Message From The Chair
It has been an interesting year for the energy industry in the Maritimes, unquestionably the progression of 
many projects in the region have seen a wide share of successes and challenges – but, as the saying goes, with 
challenge comes opportunity. We firmly believe the year ahead, our 35th, holds further growth and continued 
success for our industry and member companies. 

Firstly, I would like to thank you for your support of the Maritimes Energy Association in 2016. Our Association 
plays an integral role in the energy industry in Eastern Canada, linking our investors, operators, producers 
and governments together with key stakeholders. We have worked hard to make your voice heard through 
our submissions on local energy issues, various industry conferences and seminars, events and trade missions 
over the 2015/2016 fiscal year. We continue to strive for the success in advocacy that our sector needs for 
incremental growth. This report highlights the various ways in which we have shared your voice throughout 
2016. 

The past year has been an extremely busy one, both for the Association and industry. We hosted various 
networking events, executed one of the best received Core Energy Conference programs to date, led four trade 
missions, all while introducing a new compliment of staff. We’ve watched several very encouraging industry 
developments over the past fiscal year, opening doors to strong opportunities for our supply and service 
sector. 

Our offshore potential continued to build its foundation in 2016. One of the most significant milestones 
ushering in the fiscal year was forward momentum of Shell Canada’s Shelburne Basin Deep Water Exploration 
Project, which completed drilling its first well (Cheshire) and began a second well (Monterey Jack) of a 
two-well campaign. Having awarded millions of dollars in contracts to our member companies, we remain 
optimistic of our offshore as Shell moves forward with its explorations. Like Shell, BP is moving forward 
with its plans to begin it’s drilling program in 2018. It is expected that ExxonMobil will advance its de-
commissioning of the Sable facilities in 2017. With over $2.2 billion in exploration spending commitments in 
the region we remain optimistic that a strong and viable offshore oil and gas industry remains as part of our 
future.

Emera had a big year in 2016, with the purchase of TECO Energy. The company has now doubled in size, 
counting assets close to $28 billion. The Maritime Link Project continued progress in 2016, achieving several 
significant milestones. To date construction is more than 50 per cent complete and once online this project 
will make a significant contribution to Nova Scotia’s 40% renewable target by 2020.

Milestones set by our growing tidal sector are also top of mind, continuing to position Nova Scotia as 
global leaders of in-stream tidal energy development. Cape Sharp’s successful 2 MW underwater turbine 
deployment and successful connection to the electric grid near the end of last year is an accomplishment we 

should all be proud of! The increased use of renewables for electric generation reduces our domestic carbon 
emissions while also providing further opportunities for new back-up generation along with the introduction 
of smart grid technologies including battery storage.

Both Bear Head LNG and Goldboro LNG continue to make advancements of their respective liquefied natural 
gas terminals in eastern Nova Scotia, providing a clean and safe burning fuel, creating employment and 
further export opportunities.

2016 was not without its share of challenges. There’s no question, our relationship with energy is changing. 
Relationships between government, industry and the public are changing too. Never have energy 
development projects faced so many hurdles. However, what cannot be understated is the effort and 
resilience we see throughout the energy industry in the Maritimes underpinning economy.

Looking forward to 2017, climate change and surrounding legislation on provincial carbon pricing plans 
and cap and trade agreements will be critical conversations we will bring to you. We will watch closely the 
evolution of changing policies between Canada and our major trading partners, particularly, the U.S., China 
and Europe to discern what this ultimately means for our membership. The year ahead will be evolutionary, 
both for the Association and for industry.

As we set to embark on our 35th Anniversary and Canada’s 150th we invite you to celebrate our past and 
present successes, while looking towards a bright future that lays ahead. Having said that, I am sending out 
a “call to arms”. As we continue to see exciting developments in the energy sector, we will continue to see 
challenges. I encourage all of you to support the Maritimes Energy Association in our efforts to represent 
you, in the support of a sustainable energy industry. That support can be in the form of your involvement on 
the Board itself, participating on various Committees of the Board and/or your financial support. We are only 
as strong as the support of our members and there has never been a time more critical than the present to 
show our collective strength. We strive to represent our member companies to the best of our ability, and 
we strongly encourage our members to share their feedback with us and let us know how we can meet their 
expectations.

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Board members for their time and 
dedication to our Association. I would also like to thank the staff for their efforts and hard work. We had a 
successful 2016 and that is in large part due to the efforts of our hard-working staff. I invite you to read the 
following pages about the Association’s activities as well as industry news from 2016. The past year has been a 
successful and memorable one and we look forward to a year of celebration!

 
Darren Zwicker 
Chair – 2016 Board of Directors, The Maritimes Energy Association
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Board of Directors 2016
EXECUTIVE 
Chair, Darren Zwicker – New Brunswick Director – VP Facilities, Environmental Solutions Division of 
Terrapure Environmental 
Vice-Chair, Paul Jamer – Prince Edward Island Director – President, Breakwater Group 
Treasurer, Paul Sanford – Member at Large - Regional Business Development Leader,  
Stantec Consulting 
Secretary, Steve Sayle – Oil & Gas Director - CEO, Sayle Group Inc. 
Past-Chair, Julie Hebert – Member at Large - President, ABM

DIRECTORS 
Rick Edwards – Member at Large – Area Manager, Atlantic Towing 
Austen Hughes – Renewable Energy Director, VP Operations, Natural Forces 
Mike Morris – Renewable Energy Director, – Chief Operating Officer, Nautel Limited 
Amy Reid – Member at Large - Vice President - Atlantic Region, David Aplin Group 
Mark Warren – Member at Large - Senior Project Manager, EastPoint Engineering 
Jill Wilson – Oil & Gas Director – Director, Offshore Personnel I. H. Mathers (Reliance Offshore) 
Karen White – Member at Large - Director, NATIONAL Public Relations 

Staff of The Maritimes Energy Association
Ray Ritcey – Chief Executive Officer 
Lori Peddle – Business & Operations Manager 
Louise Hawkins – Member Relations Coordinator 
Torrie George – Communications & Events Coordinator 

AUDIT COMMITTEE: 
Paul Sanford, Stantec Consulting, Chair 
Darren Zwicker, Terrapure Environmental 
Lori Peddle, The Maritimes Energy Association 
Ray Ritcey, The Maritimes Energy Association

CLOSEST TO THE HOLE GOLF COMMITTEE: 
Darren Zwicker, Terrapure Environmental, Chair 
Chelsea Chisholm, David Aplin Group 
Kevin Dunphy, IKM Testing 
Rob Green, K&D Pratt 
Jennifer Matthews, CAPP 
Lori Peddle, The Maritimes Energy Association 
Torrie George, The Maritimes Energy Association

Committees

CORE ENERGY CONFERENCE  
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE: 
Darren Zwicker, Terrapure Environmental, Chair  
Paul Jamer, Breakwater Group 
Paul Sanford, Stantec Consulting 
Stephen Sayle, Sayle Group 
Julie Hebert, ABM 
Torrie George, The Maritimes Energy Association 

CORE ENERGY CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE: 
Karen White, NATIONAL, Chair 
Tim Brownlow, Atlantic Towing 
John Kean, Nova Scotia Department of Energy 
Lori MacLean, AltaGas 
Alice McCarron, Colour 
Alexandra McCann, NSBI 
Taralyn Sullivan, NATIONAL 
Neera Ritcey, Emera 
Louise Hawkins, The Maritimes Energy 
Association

CORE GOLF COMMITTEE: 
Raye Myles, Aluma Systems, Chair 
Glenn Anderson, Envirosystems Inc. 
Paul Sanford, Stantec Consulting 
Torrie George, The Maritimes Energy Association 
Lori Peddle, The Maritimes Energy Association

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE: 
Darren Zwicker, Terrapure Enviromental, Chair 
Ray Ritcey, The Maritimes Energy Association

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS COMMITTEE: 
Paul Jamer, Breakwater Group, Chair 
Austen Hughes, Natural Forces 
Alice McCarron, Colour 
Louise Hawkins, The Maritimes Energy 
Association

ENERGY COMMITTEE: 
Rick Edwards, Atlantic Towing 
Austen Hughes, Natural Forces 
Mike Morris, Nautel Limited 
Amy Reid, David Aplin Group 
Mark Warren, EastPoint Engineering 
Jill Wilson, I. H. Mathers (Reliance Offshore) 
Karen White, NATIONAL  
Ray Ritcey, The Maritimes Energy Association
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Sponsors of the Association 2015-2016
Alton Natural Gas Storage L.P. 
Aluma Systems Inc. 
ABM 
Atlantic Business Magazine 
Atlantic Towing 
Atlantica 
Baker Hughes 
Bear Head LNG Corporation 
Blue Water Group 
BP Canada Energy Group ULC 
CB&I - Chicago Bridge & Iron 
Commissionaires Nova Scotia 
Cougar Helicopters 
Incorporated 
David Aplin Group 
Dominion Diving Limited 
DSS Marine Incorporated 
East Coast Catering (N.S.) Ltd. 
Emera Inc. 

Envirosystems Inc. 
Ernst & Young LLP 
ExxonMobil Canada 
Falck Safety Services 
Fisher Transport Ltd. 
Golder Associates Limited 
Heerema Marine Contractors 
I. H. Mathers 
IKM Testing 
Investors Group Financial 
Services 
Irving Oil 
Johnson Inc. 
Kvaerner Canada Ltd. 
Manga Hotels 
Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline 
McInnes Cooper 
Mulgrave Machine Works 
Limited 

Nova Scotia Department of 
Energy 
Oceaneering Canada Limited 
PF Collins 
Premiere Executive Suites 
Provincial Aerospace Ltd. 
SayleGroup Inc. 
SBM Offshore 
Secunda Canada LP 
Shell Canada 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Technip Canada Limited 
Terrapure Environmental 
The Prince George Hotel 
Third Wave 
TransCanada Corporation 
TTL Supply Ltd 
Univar Canada Ltd. 
WSP Canada Inc.

Events Report 2016
Over the 2015/16 fiscal year the Association has been very busy developing our signature industry 
events. The past year was a busy one, both for the Association and industry. We hosted various 
networking events, executed one of the best received Core Energy Conference programs to date, led 4 
trade missions, all while introducing a new compliment of staff.  

Events play a critical role to the organization and its members, particularly through the invaluable 
networking and sponsorship opportunities they offer our member companies. The Association’s 
events provide updates on procurement opportunities, project plans and developments within the 
industry - and with so much activity in the region throughout 2016 there was certainly no shortage 
of topics to cover! Revenue and profit targets were exceeded and expenses were monitored closely, 
coming in under budget.  

In October of 2016, the Association held the annual Core Energy Conference 2016 at Pier 21 in 
Halifax. An extremely successful conference, Core Energy 2016 program was very well received by 
delegates, moderators and speakers, being referred to as one of our most successful conference 
programs to date. 

The diverse mix of events throughout the 2016 calendar contributed to the attendance of over 1000 
key industry stakeholders, while raising thousands of dollars for our 2016 charitable partners – 
Prostate Cancer Canada Atlantic and The United Way, Fort McMurray, Alberta.

Association Industry Submissions 2016
The Maritimes Energy Associations recognizes the importance of engaging in public consultation 
processes and supporting the responsible development of the region’s energy resources, whether 
they be onshore or offshore, renewable or non-renewable, domestic or export markets.

Throughout 2016 the Association commented on several projects or topics covering the three 
Maritime Provinces. All submissions can be viewed under the Association Documents section of our 
website. Below is a list of the activities and submissions made throughout the year.

 
ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES: Briefings; Presentations; Submissions; Supplier Sessions and Media

In chronological order, here is a listing of activities carried out during the Fiscal 2015/16 year:

• Delivered presentation focusing on energy trade opportunities in Eastern Canada at Global 
Interdependence Centre’s Energy in The Western Hemisphere Conference in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania:

• Provided written submission to the New Brunswick Commission on Hydraulic Fracturing 
supporting the use of the technology;

• Attended and provided verbal comments at an Anti-Shale Gas Alliance event in Fredericton, NB 
where Dr. Cherry, Chair of the Council of Canadian Academics was the keynote speaker;

• Delivered presentation on Renewable Energy in Nova Scotia to the Annapolis Valley Chamber of 
Commerce;

• Delivered an Energy 101 educational session to 20 key stakeholders in Halifax;
• Attended a government sponsored Energy Summit in Saint John, New Brunswick;
• Provided written submission to the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board on the Draft 

Strategic Environmental Assessment for the Sydney Basin and Orpheus Graben Areas;

Membership Report 2016
Membership in The Maritimes Energy Association continued to stay strong throughout the 
2015/2016 fiscal year. We welcomed 27 new companies to the Association from many sub-sectors of 
the supply chain and membership totaled 299 companies on Oct 31, 2016.
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NETWORKING EVENTS:

Holiday Mixer
Our Jingle Mingle Holiday Mixer was held in the newly renovated Georgian Lounge at the Lord 
Nelson Hotel on December 16th, 2015. This complimentary event attracted close to 100 guests and 
was a wonderful opportunity for members to meet and relax with industry peers, while ushering in 
the 2015 holiday season. The Holiday Mixer has shown once again to be a fantastic opportunity for 
the Association to give back to its members and sponsors, while providing an additional networking 
opportunity to close out another successful year. A great time was had by all in attendance!

Annual Dinner & AGM
The Annual Dinner & 2015 AGM was held on January 27th, 2016 at the Westin in Halifax, presented 
by sponsors Terrapure Environmental. The dinner, which attracted more than 200 guests, followed the 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) which marked the formal introduction of the 2016 Board of Directors. 
Our signature event to kick start a new year, this premium networking event provided an opportunity 
to hear from our keynote speaker - Mr. Keith McLeod, Chairperson of the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore 
Petroleum Board (CNSOPB).

Closest to the Hole
Our annual ‘Closest to the Hole Golf Tournament’ was again held at the Old Ashburn Golf Course in 
June. Players enjoyed a fun-filled day on the beautiful and exclusive members only course, which 
included two food stations on the fairways, along with several activities run by our generous hole 
sponsors. The tournament had a strong show of sponsor support, raising over $9000 for Prostate 
Cancer Canada-Atlantic.

The Maritimes Energy Association has a long reputation of 
successful golf tournaments. As a top charitable partner for over 
5 years, The Maritimes Energy Association and its members have 
raised close to $100,000 for PCC Atlantic. The 2016 Closest to the 
Hole Golf Tournament made up a sizeable portion of that annual 
contribution.

Core Golf
The premium golf tournament to kick start our Core Energy 
Conference week, Core Golf was held on October 3rd, 2016 at Glen 
Arbour Golf Course. As one of the premium networking events to 
usher in the start of Core Energy Conference week, Core Golf saw 
registrants from across the country come together to enjoy a crisp 

• Provided written submission on the Hardwood Lands Community Wind Addendum;
• Attended Nova Scotia Power Customer Event;
• Participated in the Dartmouth Natural Resources roundtable with the Honourable Jim Carr, 

Minister of Natural Resources;
• Announced the Maritimes Energy Association’s 2016 Board of Directors;
• Attended the NOIA AGM and Dinner in St. John’s, NL;
• Attended a Canadian Transition Energy Initiative roundtable in Halifax where Alison Redford, 

former Premier of Alberta presented;
• Delivered presentation on Energy Opportunities in Nova Scotia presentation at the Oceans and 

Offshore Readiness supplier conference in Port Hawkesbury, Nova Scotia;
• Secured business student from Dalhousie’s C3 Monitoring Program for co-op work term; 
• Attended the International Conference on Ocean Energy (ICOE) in Edinburg, Scotland followed by 

meetings with UK Trade & Investment and various supply chain member companies in Aberdeen, 
Scotland;

• Delivered presentation on Energy Opportunities in Atlantic Canada at the Old Ashburn Golf Club 
in Halifax;

• Attended and provided verbal comments at a Council of Canadians event in Lunenburg entitled 
“Drilling for Oil on the Scotian Shelf- Can we take the Risk”;

• Participated in various meetings with NRCAN and other stakeholders regarding proposed 
regulatory changes to offshore OHS regulations;

• Announced two new staff persons of the Maritimes Energy Association;
• Attended NOIA’s Oil & Gas Conference, St. John’s, NL;
• Moderated an energy CEO’s Panel during the East Coast Energy Connection Conference in Saint 

John, NB;
• Participated in two Carbon Pricing Forum’s in Halifax;
• Provided an op-ed to members that also appeared in the Chronicle Herald, supporting the Energy 

East Pipeline Project as a base for growth in the Maritimes;
• Delivered a presentation on Nova Scotia’s Changing Energy Landscape at the Cumberland Energy 

Authority’s 2nd Annual Symposium in Springhill, NS;
• Provided an op-ed to members that also appeared in AllNovaScotia that applauds the success of 

Cape Sharp Tidal;
• Hosted an Atlantic Canada Clean Tech Sector Forum; Halifax, NS.
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fall game of golf, while networking with industry peers in the lead up to the conference’s opening.

Before two busy days of sessions, receptions and networking events, golfers took to the fairways, 
raising over $5000 for Fort McMurray relief efforts - Fort McMurray was chosen as this year’s 
charitable partner for the Core Energy Conference. Given the impact the wildfires natural disaster had 
to industry, the choice to support the rebuild efforts in Fort McMurray, Alberta was happily supported 
by our member companies. The Core Golf tournament reflected that support.

Pier 21 Museum Pre-Registration Event
Sponsored by CB&I, the Core Energy Conference ‘Pre-Registration Museum Reception’ played host to 
an evening of Canadian history, with a Pre-Core Conference networking reception and private tours 
of the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21. Core Conference delegates had the opportunity 
to receive their Core Energy Conference registration packages early this year. While seizing an 
opportunity to further enjoy the significance of the conference venue by researching their family 
lineage into Canada through the Museum’s access to immigration records. A great new addition and 
networking event that started the Core Energy Conference week.

Salt Water Mixer
On the evening of Tuesday, October 4th, 2016 - Day 
One of the Core Energy Conference, we hosted the 
second annual Salt Water Mixer. Presented by ABM, 
the event included an evening boat cruise aboard 
the Harbour Queen, followed by a lobster supper at 
Murphy’s on the Water. The Salt Water Mixer is the 
premium networking event for conference delegates 
and Association members. The weather couldn’t have 
been better, with fair skies and calm seas. The relaxed 

and casual atmosphere allowed delegates from across the country to mingle with industry peers and 
recount the conversations taking place throughout the week. The event featured a door prize and 
various games which raised funds for Fort McMurray relief efforts.

Core Energy Conference
The Core Energy Conference was held once again at Pier 21 in Halifax, growing again in 2016. Our 
Association has long been considered a ‘strong voice for the energy industry in Eastern Canada’. 
Working together with governments, operators and other industry stakeholders in a cooperative and 
collaborative effort to develop and grow the Maritimes energy industry is the cornerstone behind the 
Association’s Core Energy Conference - and the 2016 conference program was no exception! 

The Core Energy Conference showcased a two-day program of presentations, panel discussions and 

interactive dialogue on the energy industry in the 
Maritimes. Taking place on October 4-5th, 2016, 
at Pier 21 in Halifax, the event brought together 
over 200 decision makers and stakeholders in the 
energy industry to review the role of leadership, 
promotion and expansion - tackling key issues at play 
in the energy market today. The conference theme, 
“The Way Forward for Tomorrow’s Energy Economy” 
addressed a spectrum of panel discussions and 
conversations that made up the conference’s 8 panels 

and 4 keynote Breakfast and Luncheon speakers.

The conference was also an ideal networking and sponsorship opportunity for the Association’s 
member companies. Sponsorship packages and networking receptions included; Pier 21 Pre-
Registration Museum Tours; Core Golf; Salt Water Mixer and; on site galleries of company displays; 
and other marketing, promotional & sponsorship options.

Referred to as one of our strongest conference programs to date, the program provided a definitive 
overview of the energy sector and offered updates on the direction that several of the major projects 
will take in the months and years ahead. This year’s conference featured high-profile speakers from 
all over the world, covering all aspects of the energy industry. Panel discussions and topics included; 
petroleum resources and development projects; marine renewables; the role of energy regulators in 
the Maritimes; electricity & smart grids; climate change and quest for social licence.

Core Energy is the only conference in Eastern Canada that covers the complete energy sector; onshore 
and offshore, renewable and non-renewable, domestic and export markets, which received extensive 
media coverage, locally as well as nationally.

Charitable Partnerships
The Maritimes Energy Association continued to support our charitable partners by including a 
fundraising component to each of the following events:

Closest to the Hole Golf Tournament: Prostate Cancer Canada-Atlantic 
Core Energy Conference: The United Way Fort McMurray, Alberta 
Salt Water Mixer: The United Way Fort McMurray, Alberta 
Core Golf Tournament: The United Way Fort McMurray, Alberta

These events raised over $14,000 for our charitable partners in 2016.



11 | Annual Report Annual Report | 12

Trade Missions Report 2016
The Maritimes Energy Association leads several trade missions each year. The purpose of these 
missions is to introduce Maritimes and Atlantic Canadian companies to export opportunities, whether 
they are export ready for the first-time or have well established trade histories with energy markets in 
other countries.

Trade missions are organized with the financial support and collaboration of the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency (ACOA), Nova Scotia Department of Energy (NSDOE) and Opportunities New 
Brunswick (ONB). We thank all involved for their continued confidence in our ability to organize and 
lead delegations, and help facilitate the development of international trade with the local supply 
chain.

Funding received from ACOA, NSDOE and ONB enables our Association to book trade show space, hire 
matchmakers, contract booth design and construction and help offset registration costs for delegates. 
The Maritimes Energy Association staff attends missions, and actively engages with international 
delegates to promote the trade advantages of the Maritimes and Atlantic Canada.

In the past year, our Association was involved in four trade missions - two in the renewable energy 
sector and two in the oil & gas sector:

Offshore Technology Conference (OTC) 
Houston Texas - Organized in partnership 
with the Nova Scotia Department of Energy, 
27 organizations joined the Nova Scotia 
delegation and travelled to Houston from May 
2 -5. Founded in 1969, the Offshore Technology 
Conference is the largest event in the world for 
the oil and gas industry. The 2016 conference 
featured 2,600 company exhibitors and 68,000 
attendees representing 140 countries. There 

were 11 panel sessions, 24 executive keynote presentations at luncheons and breakfasts, and more 
than 325 technical paper presentations. The key theme this year was increasing efficiencies while 
ensuring safe operations.

Smart Grids Phase I: UK and Phase II: Hamburg, Germany – This mission was organized in 
two phases to provide Maritimes Canada organizations with an interest in smart grid/micro grid 
technologies with an opportunity to learn more about the smart grid and distributed generation 
sector in Europe and make connections with potential business partners. The Maritimes Energy 

Association contracted the services of a matchmaker experienced in the region to prepare a 
presentation reviewing the European utility market, recruit export ready organizations, develop 
an itinerary, and lead the mission that composed of one on one meetings, site visits, a round table 
session and networking opportunities. Five organizations participated in each phase of the mission, 
and two potential partnerships were developed.

Offshore Northern Seas (ONS) Stavanger, Norway – More than 30 Atlantic Canadian Energy 
Delegates from 25 organizations attended this conference from August 29 -September 1. It was 
organized in collaboration with Noia, who took the lead; and the Government of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and the Nova Scotia Department of Energy. Held bi-
annually, ONS is a leading conference for oil & gas companies doing business in the North Sea Basin 
and the Norwegian Continental Shelf. ONS 2016 had over 65,000 attendees and 10 exhibition halls, 
with the theme of Transition.

Caribbean Renewable Energy Forum (CREF) 
Miami, Florida – The Association led a delegation 
of 11 Maritime companies to Miami from 
October 17 – 19. A pre-mission event, the Canada-
Caribbean Renewables Investment Workshop was 
held in Halifax in September. This event hosted 
speakers from the Caribbean renewable sector and 
local Atlantic Canada companies that have had 
success developing business in the region. It set 
the stage for delegates to learn what to expect in 
the region and how countries that share a close 

geographic proximity are at very different stages of renewable energy development. The mission 
used the services of a matchmaker and over 100 one on one business meetings were scheduled 
over the course of three days. Several delegates who attended now have potential partnerships or 
projects under development. CREF is in its eighth year, and hosts over 100 speakers in 30 sessions 
throughout the three days. It brings together energy professionals from the Caribbean and Latin 
American region.

ADVOCACY & SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT

Advocacy – The Association works daily with like-minded organizations in our region to better 
promote the interests of our membership.

Advocating for the interests of our members and regional energy development is an ongoing 
process. As a voice for member companies to reach governments, regulatory authorities, the broader 
energy industry, the Association continued to focused on adopting smart advocacy throughout 
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2016, with focus on growing our online channels - We believe the key to our energy future relies on 
energy related jobs and a sustainable energy related economy, and this theme touched much of our 
communications in 2016.

In 2016, we participated on a regular basis in formal and informal discussions with governing 
representatives and policy makers on matters that are important to the industry – The following 
‘Industry Updates 2016’ highlights the various ways in which we have shared your voice throughout 
the fiscal year.

Daily Energy Bulletin – Members continued to receive a daily e-bulletin in 2016, providing the 
latest procurement information, as well as energy news stories of importance to the industry. In 
addition to news stories, the Energy Bulletin keeps members up to date on the latest Association 
events, industry events and general news releases from member companies.

Social Media - Aims for determining the most powerful way to communicate and advocate on 
behalf of our member’s, both off and online, stems from a better understanding of purpose, why 
the organization exists and how it is contributing to making the provincial economies stronger. 
This premise was top of mind at the Association throughout the 2016 fiscal year, as it successfully 
achieved incremental growth in engagement through online social media channels.

Twitter & LinkedIn – Focus was made to our Twitter and LinkedIn channels throughout this fiscal 
year. After a holding pattern during staff transitions, our communications on Twitter increased 
considerably in the second half of 2016. From the period of May – November 2016, our Twitter 
channel engagement increased approximately 17% over the previous year – with unique impressions 
reaching over 96.3 thousand and profile click throughs totalling over 4,200 hits. LinkedIn was heavily 
relied upon in the promotion of our Trade Missions and events, with posts that achieved over 7000 
unique impressions and increased engagement over 7%.

Industry Updates 2016
Over the last fiscal year, the value of the Canadian dollar declined by approximately 30-35 percent, 
relative to that of the US dollar. The main cause is the price of oil, which at one point fell more than 70 
percent compared with 2014/15 levels. Commodity prices have been recovering following a period 
where industry has been reducing costs and looking for efficiencies.

The positive correlation between the two variables (the Canadian dollar-US dollar exchange rate, and 
oil prices) is high and has existed for a long time. This high correlation - and the considerable extent 
to which the value of the Canadian dollar is tied to the US dollar - can be directly attributed to the way 
Canada earns US dollars, and the percentage of Canada’s revenue that this constitutes.  

 
Sources:  
U. S. Energy Information Administration  
Bank of Canada 
Toronto Stock Exchange 
The Globe and Mail  
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A large part of Canada’s US dollar income comes from the sale of energy based goods to the rest of 
the world and to the USA. Over the last three years, Bank of Canada statistics show that the price of 
Canadian energy exports has fallen by more than 55 per cent, while non-energy commodity prices 
have declined by more than 28 per cent.

With natural resources accounting for 20 per cent of Canada’s gross domestic production and more 
than 50 per cent of its exports, the sharp decline in export prices has had a substantial negative 
impact on the value of Canadian exports, and the economy more generally.
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NEW BRUNSWICK

Oil and Gas
Onshore
Onshore exploration activities in New Brunswick continue to be affected by the actions of the NB 
government through continuation of it’s moratorium on hydraulic fracturing, and introduction of new 
measures to restrict the disposal of waste water from exploration activities.

Corridor Resources - Entered forward sale agreements to reduce transportation costs and lock-
in favourable natural gas prices during 2016. Continued advancement of exploration projects, 
partnering with Anticosti Hydrocarbons L.P., which has begun construction of well pads on Anticosti 
Island in preparation for drilling in 2017. Corridor is hopeful that it will receive a new 4-year 
exploration licence at Old Harry early in 2017. See Appendix A for active leases and licenses in New 
Brunswick

Energy East - Emotions ran high on both sides of the pipeline debate in Canada this year. This was no 
exception for the Energy East Pipeline, a proposed 4600 Km pipeline by Calgary-based TransCanada, 
stretching from Alberta to Irving Oil’s refinery and export terminal in Saint John, New Brunswick. This 
pipeline would be carrying up to 1.1 million barrels of crude per day, estimated to create 2,300 direct 
and indirect jobs for the province of New Brunswick.

In 2016, Energy East continued to 
pursue its important community 
engagement activities, with 
stakeholders on both sides of the 
Bay of Fundy to communicate project 
scope changes filed throughout its 
applications. With the removal of 
a port in the Province of Quebec, 
changes were made to the Tank 
and Marine Terminal in Saint John. 

Among many various engagement activities, Energy East hosted open houses in Saint John, New 
Brunswick and Digby, Nova Scotia.

On May 17, 2016, Energy East filed a consolidated version of the Project Application with the National 
Energy Board (NEB).

On June 16, 2016, the NEB determined that the Project Application was complete to proceed to 
assessment and public hearing stages. Participants were given an opportunity to express their views 
and ask questions about the Project through Community Panel sessions held in Saint John and 
Fredericton in August 2016. This process came to a halt in early September as members of the NEB 
Panel reviewing Energy East recused themselves.

Opponents have voiced concerns for the proposed pipeline on issues including: environment, First 
Nations and Climate Change. Energy East maintains a strong commitment to active engagement with 
affected stakeholders and its communications activities with interested parties, working diligently to 
address concerns and providing project information.

Renewables
Electricity from renewable energy in New Brunswick is increasing significantly. The NB Government is 
committed to increasing the amount of electricity from new renewable sources in New Brunswick to 
40% by 2020. Currently, approximately 28 per cent of the electricity consumed in the province comes 
from renewables in the forms of hydro-electric, wind energy, and biomass.

More than 10,000 New Brunswickers shared their views online and in person on the future of 
Mactaquac Generating Station as part of NB Power’s public engagement program which ended on 
May 31, 2016. NB Power recommended a preferred renewal option for the station in late 2016.

The NB Energy and Utilities Board (EUB) approved a NB Power rate increase of 1.66 per cent across all 
customer classes effective July 1, 2016.

Biomass Development - There are currently three large scale facilities in New Brunswick which are 
using woody based biomass to produce electricity.

• Twin Rivers Paper (87MW)  
• Irving Pulp & Paper (30MW) 
• AV Cell Inc. (17.6 MW)  
• AV Nackawic (25 MW)

Nuclear - Point Lepreau Nuclear Generating Station completed a scheduled maintenance outage 
between April and June 2016. More than 600 contractors and tradespeople worked with NB Power 
staff during the 72-day outage, completing 15,000 planned technical maintenance activities on the 
conventional and nuclear station’s components.
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NOVA SCOTIA

Wind
Nova Scotia’s wind portfolio grew slightly in 2016, with 2 new COMFIT projects coming online during 
the fiscal year. Positioned to play a key role in the provincial renewable energy development targets, 
Nova Scotia Power is the nation’s leader in wind integration and penetration. With more than 600 
megawatts (MW) of wind power in service or under development – representing 30% of its 2,000 MW 
system peak.

In 2016, Nova Scotia and various independent power producers (IPPs) supply the province’s wind 
power. The map below shows all large commercial wind farms and COMFITs currently in operation.

Several contracts for small, community-based wind farms have been awarded in the province 
(COMFITS), enabling community based organizations to be involved in renewable electricity 
generation. The program originally designed to supply capacity of 100 MW of power since its 
inception has now awarded over 200 MW by 2016’s end.

In 2015, The Nova Scotia government ended the program that guaranteed small-scale energy 
producers a sustainable fee for their electricity, saying to continue the program would result in rising 
electricity prices. The Department of Energy stated that the COMFIT program had served its purpose 

 

                 

Source – NS Power, An Emera Company    

by encouraging renewable energy projects capable of producing 125 megawatts of electricity by the 
end of 2015.

In 2016, no new COMFIT applications were considered, while unapproved extensions and lapsed 
permit renewals were considered on a case-by-case basis; in 2016, two COMFIT wind projects 
received environmental assessment (EA) approval by the Minister of Environment – See Appendix B

Oil and Gas
Onshore
Natural gas is today recognized as the world’s cleanest burning fossil fuel. There continues to be 
legislation in place that bans hydraulic fracturing in Nova Scotia as a method to extract natural gas. 
However, there are several Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) projects underway in the province, two of 
which are highlighted below. Synergies to cut carbon emissions and backing up our energy needs 

with a cleaner burning fuel may 
be a perfect complement to our 
renewable energy and climate 
change objectives. See Appendix 
C for current onshore agreements 
in Nova Scotia.

Bear Head LNG - On August 
3rd, 2016, the pipeline that 
will connect the Bear Head 
LNG facility in Cape Breton was 
approved by the Nova Scotia 
Utility and Review Board. The 

permit to construct was an important regulatory component, making the 2016 milestone a strategic 
and critical element for the company. The 62.5 Kilometer Bear Paw pipeline runs between Goldboro, 
NS to the Bearhead LNG export facility in Point Tupper, Richmond County, connecting Bear Head LNG 
to the North American natural gas network.

Canada’s National Energy Board (NEB) has granted Bear Head LNG authorization to import natural 
gas from the U.S, which is about half the shipping distance to major European markets compared to 
U.S. Gulf ports. Image: Bear Head LNG proposed pipeline route map.

Pieridae Energy - Continued to meet major milestones with its proposed Goldboro LNG processing 
facility. On February 5, 2016, Pieridae Energy received its Non-Free Trade Export authorization from 
the US Department of Energy. This authorization allows US sourced natural gas to be exported as LNG 

Bear Head LNG proposed pipeline route map.



19 | Annual Report Annual Report | 20

to countries which do not have a free trade agreement with the United States. And in early Oct 2016, 
Pieridae reached a tentative Project Labour Agreement with Nova Scotia trades and construction 
unions for the proposed Goldboro LNG Project. The tentative agreement that was signed will be 

providing highly skilled tradespersons 
to the Goldboro LNG Project during its 
construction.

The company continues to engage 
Goldboro LNG stakeholders in a number 
of important ways to ensure they are 
informed about the project and that their 
input is received and considered.

Alton Natural Gas Storage - In January 
of 2016, the NS government announced approvals for several permits so the next phase of the Alton 
Natural Gas Storage underground facility could proceed. To help meet the increasing demand for 
affordable natural gas in Nova Scotia and to support the demand for clean, reliable energy, Alton 
moved forward with approvals to continue developing its underground natural gas storage facility 
near Stewiacke, NS. This new, purpose-built facility will help stabilize Nova Scotia’s natural gas costs 
year-round and contribute to a diversified energy mix for Nova Scotia.

Image: A view of the Alton site on the Shubenacadie River estuary.

To prepare for construction and operations at Alton, a contractor fair was held in Truro in late April. 
Dozens of interested job seekers and contractors attended, while construction resumed at Alton this 
past summer to prepare for the work ahead.

Alton is committed to responsible environmental stewardship during all phases of the project. Alton’s 
ongoing monitoring of the Shubenacadie River estuary is led by researchers at Dalhousie University 
and has collected nearly 10 years of data. Since 2014, Alton has procured goods, services and labour 
from more than 70 local companies, most of which are members of the Association.

East Coast Energy - The company continues to develop its coal bed methane (CBM) project in Pictou 
County. They tested and flared gas from February 2016 to November 2016. A News Release was 
provided in the daily Energy Bulletin in March. 

Offshore – Oil and Gas
Shell - Our offshore potential continued to build its foundation in 2016. One of the most significant 
milestones ushering in the fiscal year was forward momentum of Shell Canada’s Shelburne Basin 

Deep Water Exploration Project, which drilled it’s first well and began it’s second well of a two-well 
campaign by October’s end 2016. The Shelburne Basin Exploration Project is a deep-water drilling 
program involving six exploration licences (ELs) located approximately 250 kilometres offshore, south 
of Halifax, Nova Scotia.

By September of 2016, Shell had announced its drilling of the Cheshire well was complete and the 
exploratory well was not commercial. The Cheshire well is the first exploration well drilled offshore 
Nova Scotia in about a decade, awarding millions of dollars in contracts to our member companies. 
During the Cheshire program the riser released resulting in the riser and lower marine riser to fall to 
the ocean floor. 

Shell moved forward with its second planned 
exploration well, the Monterey Jack about 
120 kilometers away in the Shelburne Basin 
in the Fall of 2016. The ship, Stena IceMax 
has been involved in the drilling of both 
wells.

BP Canada - Earlier in the year, BP 
announced it would delay any exploration 
program in Deepwater Nova Scotia until 
2018. Like Shell, BP has plans to spend $1 

billion looking for oil off our shores. The CNSOPB and BP Canada continued discussions on regulatory 
requirements and expectations with respect to BP Canada’s proposed exploratory drilling program.

CNSOPB Call for Bids - The NS16-1 Call for Bids included six parcels over the Sable Sub basin and 
central Scotian Slope, two of which were nominated by industry. Parcels 1, 2, and 3, are located on 
the shelf, outboard of Sable Island. Parcels 4, 5, and 6 are south of Parcels 1-3 on the outer shelf and 
upper slope of the central Scotian margin. Nova Scotia’s offshore petroleum regulator announced by 
October’s end 2016 that no bids were received for this year’s annual exploration parcel offer.

The Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board says there have been 127 exploration wells drilled 
offshore Nova Scotia since the first well was drilled in 1967. To date, there are 23 declared significant 
discoveries in offshore Nova Scotia, eight of which have been declared commercial discoveries. The 
regulator said roughly one in five exploration wells have encountered a significant accumulation of 
oil and/or natural gas. See Appendix D for current exploration licenses in Nova Scotia.

ExxonMobil - continued its planning for the eventual decommissioning of the Sable Offshore Energy 

A view of the Alton site on the Shubenacadie River estuary.
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project, meeting on a frequent basis in 2016 with regulators to discuss project requirements. Sable is 
Canada’s first offshore natural gas development project and is now in a period of naturally declining 
production.

The EnCana Deep Panuke Offshore Gas Project moved to seasonal production, with natural gas 
production being shut in from April through to October. This included the monitoring of a number 
of well-stimulation programs conducted by Encana to enhance well performance, and an ongoing 
review to ensure that maximum economic recovery of natural gas reserves is achieved. 

Tidal
The 2016 year marked major milestones in Nova Scotia’s efforts to safely harness the power of the 
world’s highest tides in the Bay of Fundy. In 2016, the FORCE team achieved significant forward 
momentum in the Environmental Effects Monitoring Program, having collected additional data on 
sound, and on fish and marine mammals, bringing research investment on the project to date above 
$15M.

During our fiscal year, two advanced contracts were awarded to fabricate and deploy emerging 
technologies, continuing to position Nova Scotia as global leaders of in-stream tidal energy 
development; By May 2016, Black Rock Tidal Power (BRTP) was awarded the contract to fabricate 
its TRITON S40 tidal power platform to Aecon Atlantic Industrial Inc. This will be the first full-scale 
fabrication of this technology in the world. Followed in July, when Minas Tidal - a partnership 
between Canada-based International Marine Energy (IME) and Dutch-based Tocardo Tidal Power - 

announced plans to deploy four Tocardo semi-submersible platforms at the FORCE site.

To date, more than 300 organizations have worked on tidal development projects in areas such as 
fabrication, environmental monitoring, engineering, health and safety, marine services and more, 
over

90% of which are based in Nova Scotia – many of whom are member companies. The province’s tidal 
energy industry has the potential to create up to 22,000 jobs and contribute as much $1.7 billion to 
the economy.

On November 7, 2016, just after our fiscal year end, Emera’s Cape Sharp Tidal Venture (CSTV) 
deployed its two-megawatt (MW) turbine at FORCE, followed by the November 22, announcement of 
successful power generation at FORCE. For the first time in history, Nova Scotia homes and businesses 
began receiving electricity from an in-stream tidal turbine. Image: Cape Sharp Tidal: Deployment 
vessels preparing for installation of the OpenHydro turbine and gravity base at the FORCE 
demonstration site near Parrsboro, NS. 

Maritime Link & Electricity 
Emera had big year in 2016. With the purchase of TECO 
Energy, Emera has doubled in size with assets doubling to 
$28 billion and its employee count increasing from 3,500 
to 7,400. The Maritime Link Project continued progress 
in 2016, achieving several significant milestones. To date 
Emera NL’s construction is more than 50 per cent complete 
and once online this project will contribute to Nova 
Scotia’s 40% renewable target by 2020, allowing for clean 
renewable energy from Newfoundland and Labrador to the 
Maritimes and beyond.

During 2016, Nova Scotia Power worked with customer 
representatives to create a three-year Rate Stability Plan for 
2017, 2018 and 2019. Rate increases will vary by customer

class, but average 1.5% increase across all classes. The increases will go directly to pay for renewable 
energy contracts and fuel used to generate electricity - Nova Scotia Power leads Canada in carbon 
reduction and the addition of renewable energy, cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 36% over the 
past 10 years and is on track to reach a 58% reduction by 2030.

Cape Sharp Tidal: 
Deployment vessels 
preparing for installation 
of the OpenHydro turbine 
and gravity base at the 
FORCE demonstration 
site near Parrsboro, NS.
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Wind and Electricity
Prince Edward Island (PEI) is a global leader in producing wind electricity, with the highest proportion 
of wind power of any jurisdiction in North America. Their largest current wind farm has a generating 
capacity of 99 MW. It was established by GDF Suez North America and is in West Cape.

Ensuring there is a constant supply of electricity to meet fluctuating demand continued to be 
complex in PEI throughout 2016. Jurisdictions, including Prince Edward Island, must work with other 
jurisdictions to ensure buying, selling and swapping blocks of electricity to meet consumer demand 
on the island. The advancement of a 360 MW underwater cable connection between New Brunswick 
and PEI advanced during 2016 and is expected to be complete in 2017 will assist in this capability.

In February of 2016, a $24 million demonstration in wind energy storage by Natural Resource 
Canada’s – Clean Energy Fund - a partnership with PEI’s own Wind Energy Institute of Canada - hoped 
to not only help Maritime Electric save money on diesel fuel use during peak months, but ultimately 

Explanation of Gage Displays Above

Total On-Island Load is the amount of 
electricity required to power lights, motors, 
appliances and other users of electric 
energy in PEI.

Total On-Island Wind Generated is the 
amount of electricity being generated from 
all wind facilities in the province

Total On-Island Fossil Fueled Generation is 

the amount of electricity being generated 
from oil fired equipment. Typically, this 
generation is only required when there is 
an interruption of supply from off Island.

Wind Power Used On-Island includes only 
that portion of the Total Wind Generated 
that is being used to meet purchase 
agreements of the province’s two electrical 
utilities, Maritime Electric Company, 
Limited (MECL) and City of Summerside 
Electric Utility.

Wind Power Exported Off-Island is that 
portion of wind generation that is 
supplying contracts elsewhere. The actual 
electricity from this portion of wind 
generation may stay within PEI but is 
satisfying a contractual arrangement in 
another jurisdiction.

Source – PEI - Dept. of Transportation, 
Infrastructure & Energy

change how renewable wind resources are used in the province. PEI continued to look closely at ways 
of using more wind power through energy storage. A smart grid program at the Summerside Electric 
Utility showed the vast potential to expand the use of PEI’s wind power, costing the province only 5 
cents/kwh, one ninth the price of diesal power.

Solar power and more biomass, alongside efficiency programs, were also developing technologies in 
2016 throughout the province.
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New Victoria Community Wind Power 
Project 

Celtic Current Limited Partnership 
September 20, 
2016 

Hardwood Lands Community Wind Project 

Scotian WindFields Inc., Scotian Wind 
Inc., SWEB Development Inc. and WEB 
Wind Energy North America Inc. 

February 9, 2016 

  

Project Name Proponent Decision Date 

Nova Scotia Wind Project Updates – Appendix B

Current Active Exploration Licenses, NS – Appendix D

The Maritimes Energy Associations 
Financial Statements 2016 – Appendix E
Note - To review the complete Financial Statements please visit our website 
www.MaritimesEnergy.com

Current Onshore Agreements, NS – Appendix C
Company         Information 
St. Brendan’s Exploration  
 

3 Conventional Oil & Gas 
Exploration Agreements  
 

EA 15-06-01-01 (Truemanville) 
EA 15-06-01-02 (Malagash) 
EA 15-06-01-03 (Scotsburn) 

East Coast Energy Inc. 1 Coal Gas Production Agreement PA 01-12-31-01 (Stellarton) 

Stealth Ventures Inc. 1 Coal Gas Production Agreement PA 07-10-25-01 (Springhill) 

Donkin Tenements Inc. 1 Coal Gas Exploration Agreement EA 07-31-01-01 (Donkin) 

EL #  Area(ha) Work Commitment  Company  Issued  Expiry Date  

2423 344,340 $1,756,450.00  Shell Canada Limited 1-Mar-12 28-Feb-2018* 

2424 344,340 $303,078,225.00  Shell Canada Limited 1-Mar-12 28-Feb-2018* 

2425 344,340 $235,025,888.00  Shell Canada Limited 1-Mar-12 28-Feb-2018* 

2426 343,470 $430,139,437.00  Shell Canada Limited 1-Mar-12 28-Feb-2018* 

2427 75,788 $2,355,644.00  Shell Canada Limited 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2428 73,004 1,644,336.00 Shell Canada Limited 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2429 303,960 $25,878,695.00  Shell Canada Limited 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2430 304,090 $1,974,553.00  Shell Canada Limited 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2431 286,292 $5,281,593.00  BP Canada Energy Group ULC 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2432 282,198 $322,413,027.00  BP Canada Energy Group ULC 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2433 415,100 $637,977,927.00  BP Canada Energy Group ULC 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2434 414,590 $84,327,452.00  BP Canada Energy Group ULC 15-Jan-13 14-Jan-2019* 

2435 367,762 $5,815,000.00  Statoil Canada Ltd.  15-Jan-16 14-Jan-2022* 

2436 284,183 $76,185,000.00  Statoil Canada Ltd.  15-Jan-16 14-Jan-2022* 
*current expiry date 

 

 

Current Active Leases 
and Licenses, NB – Appendix A
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